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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, July 8, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the Frank J. 

DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich 

     Deputy Mayor Jean Farber 

     Trustee Karen Schleimer 

     Trustee Isidoro Albanese 

 

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

  

  Absent:   Trustee Peter Grunthal 

 
 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to rise for the 

pledge of allegiance.   Mayor Picinich began by saying that we are holding (2) meeting 

following the summer schedule and so there is a full agenda.   

Public Hearing to Amend New Zoning Map 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that there is an amended zoning map due to the 

zoning changes that were made as a result of the recent comprehensive plan update 

process.  In addition, there were a few properties that needed to be cleaned up.  The first of 

the properties is 44 Brookside Avenue which should be in the One- and Two-Family 

Residence District (RT-6) instead of the Central Business District – 1 (CB-1).  The next 

property is located at 15 Locust Street, which we wanted to let the whole property become 

part of the Limited Commercial District - 1 (CL-1) along Lexington Avenue.  This property 

has two parcels on the tax map and the draft had a line splitting the property.  These 

changes were reviewed by our Village Attorney and our Planning Board who recommended 

that both parcels should be encompassed by the CL-1 zoning district.  The last property is 

333 Lexington Avenue which currently sits in two (2) different zones (RT-6 and CL-1) and 

so the change is to have the lines drawn so that property sits entirely in the CL-1 district.  

All of the property owners were notified of these changes.  Mayor Picinich then opened the 

hearing for public comment.  There was no one present that wished to make comment.  Mr. 

Brancati advised the Board that there was written responses from our Planning Board as 

well as the Westchester County Planning Board.  Mayor Picinich asked for comments from 

the Board.  

Trustee Albanese stated that he believed the changes made sense for the owners 

and for the Town.   

Deputy Mayor Farber stated that the changes are really cleaning the map so that 

everything conforms properly.   

Trustee Schleimer wondered if this information was shared with our Zoning Board for 

review as well.  She stated that the Board may want to consider that.  She also questioned 

if the change with Locust Street would have all those lots conforming or would they want to 

leave them pre-existing, non-conforming.  

Mr. Singleton replied that they would not conform with all of the lots as far as depth 

because the line originally went straight across but what the line neglects to pick up is that 

the lot in question is being dissected by zoning district which is something we don’t 

generally want.  In 1981 a property owner combined two (2) lots so that their lot was not 

substandard which is currently in the CL-1 district so it makes sense that the property be in 

one district.  

Trustee Schleimer wanted to know what they had on West Street adjacent to this 

property, is it residential?  Mr. Singleton replied that on one side it is residential (RT-6) on 

the other is commercial (CL-1).  Trustee Schleimer then asked if someone wanted to 

develop this lot, they would be able to have commercial use even though it’s abutting a 

residential area.  Mr. Singleton agreed and advised that the other property in question, 333 

Lexington Avenue, also has a lot this big.  

Mr. Brancati chimed in to say that what you can see in the red circle just above 

where it says Locust on the map, there are two boxes, one blue and one tan, the one blue 

was originally tan that we colored because we were going to draw the line and follow the lot 

depth of everything on Lexington.  However, we did not realize that the two (2) parcels had 

been combined, so what the Planning Board is suggesting is that we take the small tan box 

to the east and also include it in the CL-1 district to have the whole parcel in one zone.  

Trustee Schleimer continued to say that now that she is looking at where Lexington 

actually is, that line would bring the CL-1 out towards West Street and in the event that 

someone chose to develop that lot, they can do a CL-1 zone type development where before 

they couldn’t. 

Mr. Singleton replied as a practical matter, what you are seeing there is a use which 

is more likely residential components rather than CL use.  It would be difficult to operate a 

business from that particular location as it would have nominal visibility.  Trustee Schleimer 
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wanted to know if they would be able to extend from Lexington further back towards West 

Street.  Mr. Singleton replied that we are talking about two tax parcels that when put 

together constitute 2/3 of the minimum lot size for the district, it’s not zoning compliant.  It 

is very small.  

Deputy Mayor Farber wanted to know if all of the property owners affected are on 

board with this.  Mr. Brancati and Mr. Singleton both replied that they were all notified.  Mr. 

Brancati continued to say that the property on Brookside is a former rectory and is currently 

being used as a single family residence so to zone it in the same district as the rest of the 

neighborhood only makes sense.  The property across the street at 333 Lexington is similar 

to Mount Kisco Supply where the zoning lot line runs through middle of the parcel and so 

you have that tax lot as part of two (2) different zoning districts which doesn’t make sense, 

the whole lot should be the same zone and so this is what we are trying to achieve.  The 

amendment to that tax map (15 Locust Avenue), at the recommendation of the Planning 

Board, is to add the other tax parcel to make one lot with one zone.  

Trustee Schleimer stated that she understands the rational and so the only other 

question is do we want to send it to the Zoning Board of Appeals for review as well.  

Mr. Singleton stated that the Zoning Board of Appeals, as Trustee Schleimer is aware 

as a former chair, they are not required to or serve the mechanism to weigh in on these 

amendments.  This doesn’t mean that they can’t have an opinion, but their job is less in the 

form of planning and more in terms of interpretations.  

Mayor Picinich opened the floor for public comment.  She continued to say that the 

Board received no comment from the public and the Board has had time to review this and 

understand what it is, and made a motion to accept the new zoning map.  

Deputy Mayor Farber chimed in to question whether or not to close the public 

hearing; did people have enough time to review the documents and understand to respond.   

Gus Levy, owner of 15 Locust Avenue, began by saying that this change will go 

towards building townhomes, not to commercial, since there is not a need for that in that 

area, there is no foot traffic.  

Mr. Singleton also stated that the property owner had been working with the Building 

Department and Village Manager to map out what his options were, but that’s not really 

true for this because it doesn’t mean that property owner is going to be there forever and 

not flip it and the property owner also owns part of the corner lot, but there is no guarantee 

that will always be the case.  

Trustee Schleimer asked that we keep the public hearing open until the next meeting 

since there is nothing on the agenda stating that there would be a vote for anything this 

evening.  

Trustee Albanese made a motion and was seconded by Mayor Picinich to close the 

public hearing and leave it open for written comment for 10 days, all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

     

Public Hearing on CDBG  

Mayor Picinich stated that the next hearing is in regards to the Community 

Development Block Grant Program (CDBG), this is funding that we obtain and apply for 

from Westchester County as a member of the Westchester Urban County Consortium.  We 

have the opportunity to apply for four (4) projects, two (2) of the Village’s projects have 

been approved for the funding, two (2) of the projects were not approved, and then there 

was also a change in the designation of the census tract encompassing downtown.  As a 

result, we have two (2) more projects that we can try and submit for additional funding; 

while not exceeding our maximum of four (4) projects.  These two (2) projects would put 

money for Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance in Village Hall, specifically for 

an elevator that is needed because the current lift is in disrepair and the other project is 

phase one of the downtown streetscape.  There are a lot of areas that are broken up and 

need repair so there is an opportunity to put in for that as well.  Mayor Picinich then opened 

the floor to anyone who had any comments on those projects. 

 Deputy Mayor Farber stated that both of the projects are worthy ones and is excited 

to get these applications out.  

 Trustee Schleimer had a question in regards to the elevator; she seemed to recall 

that we had spent about $2,700 to have a company come to evaluate the lift for repairs or 

to replace because whatever company that serviced the elevator is no longer in business, 

was that correct.  

 Mr. Brancati replied that we have had different vendors come in to try and repair the 

elevator and many repairs to keep it running through the years.  It has gotten to the point 

where replacement is necessary.  The replacement that is being proposed here doesn’t just 

go to the first and second floor, but will also go to the basement and attic to allow access to 

the entire building.  A full working elevator is what we would like to add as opposed to the 

lift, which is not actually an elevator.  
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 Trustee Schleimer agreed that it is a lift and hasn’t been working, she had recalled 

some expenditure involved with the lift and wanted to determine that number.  She believes 

that we need to replace it with something that will work.  She advised the public that the 

cost of the elevator is $550,000 and we are applying for $250,000 with this grant.  

 Mr. Brancati advised that the grant program is a 50/50 match.  They only allow you 

to apply for half of the project value and through the rules of the consortium awards are 

capped at $250,000 for any one project.  

 Trustee Schleimer continued with a question on the streetscape; the numbers that 

she sees is that we are applying for $250,000 in grant money and the cost is estimated at 

$1,500,000 so are there going to be future progressive grants as part of this project or is 

this the only opportunity to apply for funding.  

 Mr. Brancati replied that the dollar amount in the streetscape is phase 1 of the 

project and is broken down across four (4) different phases.  The $250,000 is the cap that 

consortium allows the Village to apply for in the three (3) year span.  We have already 

received $250,000 for the streetscape plan separately from the State and we are going to 

be applying through the Consolidated Funding Application process at the end of the month 

for additional funding.  This is a project that we will continue to look for funding for; we will 

not get the entire project funded through grants, but we will aim for as close as possible.  In 

the capital plan we have money set aside for this project, but we do want to try and 

maximize funding from other sources.  

 Mayor Picinich stated that if we received the CDBG award we would have $500,000 

to put towards this first phase which is $1,500,000.  There is also an opportunity for us to 

try and capture more of the funding necessary for the first phase.  

 Trustee Schleimer asked what the timing was in terms of receiving the grant money. 

Mr. Brancati replied that CDBG funding depends on the Federal fiscal year, which runs 

October 1st through September 30th, in which it is awarded.  We have two (2) projects 

currently awarded this fiscal year, Woodland Street and the Fox Senior Center.  This would 

be for 2020 or 2021 depending on which year they decide to award the project if at all.  

 Deputy Mayor Farber asked if we could wait that long for the installation of the 

elevator, which seems like a long time for us to not have a functioning one.  Mr. Brancati 

stated that he understood, but this is the first time we have had to apply for this project.  

 Trustee Schleimer asked once we are awarded the money for the streetscape, we are 

then obligated to match by virtue of this application, we are making a commitment to at 

least do phase 1.  Mr. Brancati replied to at least match the $250,000, yes.  Trustee 

Schleimer continued to say that she is concerned because we are now facing the issue of 

the firehouse cost overrun and we are not going to know how that is going to come out in a 

public referendum until November.  So she is concerned with the cash out overrun on 

commitments.  

 Mayor Picinich stated that she felt that was a good point, but wanted to clarify that 

there is no cost overrun because no money has been spent on the firehouses yet.  So this is 

a projection on what we plan to spend and again the community will make that 

determination, not the Board.  If we get a commitment of $250,000 we simply have to 

match that amount, so that would mean $250,000 in Village funds.  So even though the 

first phase of this is project is $1,500,000, if we have to pull back some portion of the 

project, we are talking about a commitment of $250,000 to match the grant; which would 

mean we would narrow the scope of phase 1 and we only have to do the amount committed 

to, not the $1,500,000.  

 Trustee Schleimer stated that was great news; it’s a question on not having to make 

the determination now to make a commitment if we need to.  It is great that it is a limited 

exposure and if we have money to do it then that’s the decision.  Anything over the Village’s 

$250,000 we are able to determine on our own and that is great.  

 Mr. Brancati stated that if we get the $250,000, we have our $250,000, and we also 

have an additional $250,000 available in other funds so that we can do $750,000 worth of 

work.  

 Deputy Mayor Farber made a motion and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer to 

close the public hearing on these CDBG projects; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 

 A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

to adopt the following resolution: 

 
A RESOLUTION OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE/TOWN OF MOUNT KISCO 

APPROVING AN APPLICATION FOR FUNDING FROM THE 2020 AND 2021 FUNDING 

YEARS OF THE STATE CDBG PROGRAM AND AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE MANAGER 

TO EXECUTE THE APPLICATION FOR FUNDING AND ANY GRANT AGREEMENT AND 

SUBSEQUENT AMENDMENTS THERETO 
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WHEREAS, in June 2019, Westchester County released its Notice of Funding Availability 

(NOFA) for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program funds for the 2020 and 

2021 funding years of the State CDBG program; and 

 

WHEREAS, on July 8th 2019, a public hearing was held pursuant to federal Citizen 

Participation requirements, to receive public comment and consider the eligibility of projects 

to submit for the 2020 and 2021 CDBG NOFA; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Village received formal invitation to submit funding applications for 

Streetscrape Phase 1 improvements and Village Hall renovations in the amount of 

$250,000; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Village/Town of Mount Kisco Board of 

Trustees has reviewed and hereby approves these applications for up to $250,000 of 

funding and also hereby authorize the Village Manager to execute the application for funding 

and any grant agreement and subsequent amendments thereto. 

 

  All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

  

 A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer 

to adopt the following resolution: 

 

A RESOLUTION OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE/TOWN OF MOUNT KISCO 

APPROVING AN APPLICATION TO THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 

(CDBG) PROGRAM FOR FEDERAL FISCAL YEARS 2020 AND 2021 

 

WHEREAS, in June 2019, Westchester County released its Notice of Funding Availability  

(NOF A) for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program funds for the 2020 and 

2021 funding years of the State CDBG program; and  

 

WHEREAS, on July 8th 2019, a public hearing was held pursuant to federal Citizen 

Participation requirements, to receive public comment and consider the eligibility of projects 

to submit for the 2020 and 2021 CDBG NOF A; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Village received formal invitation to submit funding applications and is 

submitting an application for Village Hall renovations in the amount of $250,000.00;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees of the Village/Town of 

Mount Kisco has reviewed and hereby approves this application for up to $250,000.00 of 

funding and also hereby authorizes the Village Manager to execute the application for 

funding and any grant agreement and subsequent amendments thereto. 

 

  All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 

  

Legislator Kitley Covill – County Activity Update 

Legislator Covill began by thanking the Board for having her, but that she also found the 

$250,000 for the Village/Town of Mount Kisco from sales tax.  Westchester County being 

the only county in the state that shares their sales tax with their municipalities.  She 

continued to say that on July 10th there will be a final tour at Merestead due to closing the 

house for the next two (2) years.  This will preserve the building for now so that the County 

can look at uses there down the road.  They have also sought out court relief on some of 

the restrictions on use there so that they would be able to use it for things that would be 

more beneficial to the community.  Legislator Covill continued to say she has been working 

with Veterans to help them claim the benefits that they have earned.  She has also been 

working to get notifications through the Medicaid system to get information out, but as a 

part of this there will be a Veterans Community Day in Mount Kisco at the American Legion 

held on July 24th from 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. to try and get the benefits they need and 

deserve.   She also noted that there have been recent environmental efforts, Westchester 

County has been working with NYSERDA to get solar panels installed; four (4) solar arrays 
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within the County.  The County has also purchased some electric cars and hybrids, and have 

also introduced a program called Recycle-Right; a program to learn how to recycle the 

correct way.  The County is also looking into the Precious Gems update having to do with 

second-hand jewelry and coins.  This legislation would force second-hand dealers to hold on 

to precious gems for fourteen (14) days prior to sending them out to the Westchester 

County Police Department.  She also mentioned the polystyrene ban that is effective as of 

December 10, 2019.  The Department of Health is tasked with informing all the businesses 

of this ban and will be the enforcement agency.  

1) Communications:   

a. Fire Department - Movie Series  

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber to 

approve the Mount Kisco Fire Department’s request to hold Movie Night behind Village Hall 

on the following dates this year: 7/17, 7/31, 8/9, 8/15, 9/20, and 10/4, all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 

b. Bet Torah - September 30, 2019 

   A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer to approve Bet Torah’s request to use Shopper’s Park on Monday, September 30, 

2019 at 5:15 p.m. for a religious service, all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 

c. Touch-a-Truck - Sunday, August 25, 2019 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Albanese 

to approve the Mount Kisco Fire Department’s request to hold the 2nd Annual Touch-a-Truck 

event in Shopper’s Park on Sunday, August 25, 2019 with a rain date of Sunday, September 

8, 2019, all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 

d. Fox Lane High School Cheer Car Wash – August 17, 2019 & August 24, 

2019 

A motion was made by Trustee Albanese and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

to approve Fox Lane High School’s Cheer Team to hold a car was at Green Street Fire house 

on August 17, 2019 and August 24, 2019, all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Nay 

 
 

2) Petitions: None. 
 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports:  

a. Board of Ethics Report 

Ms. Amy Justiniano, Chair, John Diaz, Kathy Lynch, Alicia Gaudio, and Ed Reilly were all 

present.  Ms. Justiniano began by saying that they were proud to be there and proud of the 

work they have done.   She expressed that they were very thoughtful and thorough in their 

discussions.  Ms. Justiniano continued to say that the Board has a draft of the new Code of 

Ethics submitted for consideration.  She continued to say that this code was drafted using 

model code and studying other codes from other municipalities in Westchester.  For the 

Board’s consideration a draft of the code, the model code, and a complaint form were 

submitted.  She noted that the biggest change in this code from the prior code is Section 9-

19 which is how to file a complaint; in addition to the self-referrals existing in the prior 

code, the committee is proposing the ability of an individual to make allegations of a 

municipal officer or employee as well.  There has been a lot of thought put into the best way 

to do that and to put controls around that; the proposal is that we only accept good faith 

complaints and that the Board of Ethics is going to be the determiner on whether or not it is 

a good faith complaint; the individual making the complaint must allege with specificity 

what the complaint is, what the exact violation of the code is, and the complaint form must 
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be filled out and notarized.   They are looking forward to any questions or comments from 

the Board.  

 Mayor Picinich thanked the Board of Ethics for their time and efforts in making these 

changes possible.  She stated that the Board would take the rest of the summer to review 

and digest the information and would call them back sometime in September to discuss any 

modifications prior to bringing this to a vote.  
 

4) Village Manager’s Reports:  

Mr. Brancati advised the Board that he had nothing to report.  
 

5) Board Reports:  

Deputy Mayor Farber began by saying that we are in the middle of summer and there is 

a lot to do in Mount Kisco.   She wanted to highlight some events; the Wild Flower Walk that 

happened on June 21st and 22nd that was organized by the Mount Kisco Historical Society 

and the Conservation Advisory Council (CAC).  It was a beautiful sight to see.  On Sunday, 

June 23rd there was the 1st Jewish Heritage Festival that was blessed with a perfect day in 

Mount Kisco.  It was a huge success with music, local Temples from all over Westchester 

being represented, lots of food, and families enjoying the festivities.  This is the first of 

many.  The Mount Kisco Arts Council Concert Series is in full swing.  The weather thus far 

has been great and the music has been sensational.  Please join us for our next concert on 

Wednesday, July 10th for the Guilty Giraffe and the 24th for Silver Steel.  The Mount Kisco 

Recreation Department is also hosting a concert series in Leonard Park beginning Thursday, 

July 11th at 7:00 p.m.  These concerts are rain or shine.  The Mount Kisco Arts Council is 

also happy to announce its Pop-Up Gallery opening at 41 S. Moger Avenue.  The first art 

show of the season will highlight local artists that are 30 years of age and under presenting 

a wide variety of media.  The second show will be artists local to Northern Westchester 

including world renowned Ed Giovi.  She invited everyone to the opening reception, 

Saturday, July 13th from 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  Deputy Mayor Farber continued to say that 

this is a time to pause and thank all those who have helped the Arts Council get to where 

they are today.  At the top of her list, Board Chair Lisa Abzun and Board member Beth 

Vetare-Civitello, music extraordinaire Daniel Blake, Village Manager Edward Brancati, 

Assistant Village Manager Kenneth Famulare, and fellow members of the Village Board for 

all their support.  The Chamber of Commerce had two ribbon cuttings; Saturday, June 22nd 

we welcomed the Cryo-Arctic Team to Mount Kisco.  It is a cutting edge, wellness 

technology using extreme cold, they are located at 666 Lexington Avenue next to Mrs. 

Green’s.  She reminded everyone of the Firemen’s Parade being held Friday, July 12th at 

7:00 p.m.  It is an event for the whole family.   

Trustee Schleimer began by saying on Wednesday, July 17th at the Fox Senior Center, 

Northern Westchester Hospital Center presents a Durable Medical Equipment Clinic; 

specialists will be available to make sure assisted devices such as canes and walkers fit you.  

This is open to all and is a great service free of charge.  On Wednesday, July 24th there is a 

ConEd presentation about new smart meters and other energy saving tips and programs.   

On Thursday, September 5th AARP will be hosting their safe driver’s program which can help 

with points on your license or your cost of insurance.  This program will run from 8:30 a.m. 

– 3:30 p.m. and registration is required.  She continued to say that in the packet was a 

letter from a member of the Mount Kisco Fire Department and a lifelong resident who voiced 

their personal opinion on not being in favor of all three (3) renovations to the fire houses 

and would like the Board to consider consolidation of the three (3) fire houses into one (1) 

and also mentioned that the Ambulance Corps could also be included in that.  They state 

that other communities have consolidated their fire houses and Mount Kisco should consider 

consolidation.  Trustee Schleimer continued to say that she brings this up as there is going 

to be further discussion as the November election gets closer and this goes on for another 

public vote.  She went on to mention that there will be a Wildflower Water Walk on the trails 

on Saturday, July 27th at 10:00 a.m.  This is a walk that everyone can enjoy with water on 

both sides and beautiful nature to take in right in our town.  She continued mentioning that 

the Westchester County Library system has a portal called Explain Patient Education; a free 

resource online that provides more than 1,400 educational videos provided by experts on 

various health issues, conditions, procedures, and more in easy to understand language and 

easy to use format.   Trustee Schleimer also reminded residents that they should not give 

out personal information to anyone calling them looking for any information; there are a lot 

of scams that start with these types of phone calls.  She reminded everyone that they 

should only give out personal information on calls that they have initiated to secure privacy.  

Trustee Schleimer ended by saying that she was concerned about the parking areas by the 

train station.  One reason is that multi-million or billion dollar companies are choosing the 

low cost option of putting a trailer in some parking spaces to sell their wares as opposed to 

renting a storefront or office space and wonders how we determine who is entitled to these 

permits; are they residents or current business owners; is this going to be an issue when 

issuing permits for these vendors.  She just wanted to bring these concerns to the attention 

of the Board for further discussion. 

Trustee Albanese began by saying that he hoped everyone had a great 4th of July.  He 

wanted to take the time to thank all the people in Mount Kisco that donate their time to 
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make it a better place, especially our Fire Department.  There is a lot of things going on in 

Mount Kisco over the summer; Summer Concerts, Pop-up Galleries, and so many others.  

Please take advantage of the activities but try and take the time out to thank the people 

who make these things possible.  Trustee Albanese thanked all those people and is truly 

grateful for all they do for our community.  He also stated that he was grateful that his 

mother was home and recuperating.  Please enjoy your summer with your families and 

enjoy every moment.  

Mayor Picinich began by saying that on June 26th the Village was served with a lawsuit 

related to 270 Kisco Avenue.  This suit was brought forth in New York State courts and 

some might have read about it in the newspaper.  The information in the newspaper was 

based off a press release issued by the party suing the Village.  She noted that this suit was 

brought forth in Federal court and was dismissed.  The Village/Town of Mount Kisco will 

continue to defend this suit and expect that this will also be dismissed in State Court.  She 

continued to say that Legislator Covill mentioned a 1% sales tax increase beginning August 

1st.  The County Executive requested this increase in sales tax meaning that sales tax here 

in Mount Kisco will be 8.35%; in doing this it will enable the County to get their fiscal house 

in order.  With this increase, 20% of that 1% increase will be coming back to local 

municipalities and 10% will be going back to school districts along with a promise from the 

county to not increase property taxes.  Here in Mount Kisco we will be using this revenue to 

invest it back into our infrastructure to ensure a tight budget for next year.  Mayor Picinich 

continued to advise the residents that Mount Kisco is starting their Greenhouse Gas 

inventory.  She continued to mention that Sustainable Westchester is offering a discount to 

anyone interested in purchasing an electric vehicle, Nissan Leafs being one of them.  Mayor 

Picinich continued that the Village/Town of Mount Kisco has reached out to the New York 

State Department of Transportation (NYSDOT) regarding the recommendations for traffic 

calming that were an important part of our Comprehensive Plan.  Those recommendations 

that involve NYSDOT have been gathered and sent to NYSDOT to set a meeting for further 

discussion on how to implement those recommendations.  In addition, we need to look at 

the timing in the new traffic pattern at the intersection of Route 117 and Route 172 as it 

seems that light is not appropriately timed.  Mayor Picinich wanted to note in response to 

Trustee Schleimer’ s comments that the vehicles that are at the train station have been 

approved to be there by the Village Manager, who is responsible for roads, parking, and all 

of those activities.  Those vehicles are not paying a resident or business rate, they are 

paying a non-resident rate, which is much higher.   
 

6) Old Business:  

 

a. Code Enforcement Update - Peter J. Miley - Building Inspector  

Building Inspector Peter J. Miley presented the following:
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b. Solar Landfill Lease - BQ Energy 

Trustee Schleimer expressed concerns that the lease was tenant oriented, the right 

to cut trees, concerned about the provisions on financing, and feels that the Village does not 

have a lot of control of the property once the lease is signed.  

The Village Attorney, Whitney Singleton, stated that during the process we made 

sure that things we were interested in were incorporated into the arrangement; any portion 

of the property that is not being used can be used by the Village as it so chooses.   

A motion was made by Trustee Albanese and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

authorizing the Village Manager to sign the lease as submitted, all in favor:  

Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Nay 

 

c.   Resolution authorizing the Village Manager to sign IMA for Energize NY Open 

C-PACE Financing Program 

 A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Farber to authorize the Village Manager to sign the Inter-Municipal Agreement (IMA) for 

Energize NY Open C-PACE Financing Program, all in favor: 



 

Village Board Meeting July 8, 2019 12 

 

Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 
 

7) New Business: 

a. Award Recommendation - Contract# 2019-04 Road Resurfacing 

 A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer to award contract# 2019-04 – Road Resurfacing to PCI Industries Corp. of Mount 

Vernon for a reduced scope of work and amount of $738,772.00 instead of the original 

lowest responsible bid of $1,220,000.00, all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 
 

8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library and Capital Project Funds 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Albanese to 

pay the bills as submitted on July 2, 2019 for the months of May and June 2019 as follows:  

 

General Fund     $ 3,219,667.13 

Water Fund     $ 1,104,144.08 

  Sewer Fund     $   40,443.92 

  Library Fund     $   21,100.86 

  Capital Fund     $ 289,181.98 

  Trust Fund     $   24,135.40 

    TOTAL   $ 4,608,673.37 

 

All in favor:  

Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 

 

9) Minutes:  

a. VB- Meeting 5/20/2019 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

to approve the meeting minutes as submitted, all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 
  

10) Non-Local Business: – None. 
 

11) Public Comment: -  

 

 
There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed the 

meeting at 9:43 pm.  

 

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 
/lh 

 
 


